
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

December 7, 2023 
 
 
Dear Chancellor Bennett: 

We are writing as a collective from our organization, AFIRE (Advocating for Inclusion, Respect 
and Equity), a group that advocates for equity and inclusion at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. AFIRE is an organization of scholars, teachers, students, and human science 
professionals in the College of Education and Human Sciences (CEHS) who deeply understand 
the necessity for the work that the Office of Diversity and Inclusion (ODI) and the Office of 
Academic Success and Intercultural Services (OASIS) carry out. Therefore, we have deep 
concerns with the $800,000 recommended budget cuts from these offices. We, along with other 
concerned UNL faculty, staff members, and student organization leaders including those 
from Afrikan People’s Union, MASA, Spectrum, TRANScend, oSTEM, First Generation 
Student Organization, Asian Student Union, and The National-Pan Hellenic Council 
among others (207 signatories as of today and ongoing), urge you to reconsider. 

Budgets are moral documents as they reflect the values of an organization. Such a drastic cut to 
diversity and inclusion efforts within our campus is the antithesis to the mission of the university, 
which states UNL “promotes respect for and understanding of cultural diversity in all aspects of 
society. It strives for a culturally diverse student body, faculty, and staff reflecting the 
multicultural nature of Nebraska and the nation.” ODI and OASIS engage in critical work that 
not only attracts Students of Color and minoritized college students more broadly to enroll at 
UNL but also supports their success to degree completion.  

Decades of research have established the need for concerted diversity and inclusion work on 
college campuses—work that can be profoundly impactful on the lives and academic trajectories 
for minoritized college students. Research on colleges and universities has shown that Students 
of Color enroll in and graduate from colleges and universities at lower rates when compared to 
their white peers largely as a result of racism, unwelcoming campuses, and microaggressions. 
Considering the disparities in educational attainment among Students of Color and their White 
peers, it is important that educators promote practices that have shown to be effective in 
supporting these students through their academic journeys, which is precisely the work that ODI 
and OASIS engage in. Furthermore, these offices provide critical professional development 
opportunities for faculty and staff that strengthen inclusive educational practices. Distributing 
this work to colleges and units will likely result in disjointed and uneven efforts across the 
institution and/or add extensive unpaid labor to faculty and staff that disproportionately take on 
equity and inclusion work.  

Among UNL’s core values and beliefs is the insistence that “words and actions matter [and that] 
the absence of action and words also matter” in striving for an environment of respect and 
inclusion of differences. It is imperative that our University reconsiders these extreme budget cut 
recommendations in light of the ramifications they will have on current and future UNL students. 

Sincerely, 
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CEHS AFIRE Members 

Crystal Garcia, Assistant Professor, Educational Administration 

Georgia Jones, Associate Professor, Nutrition & Health Sciences 

Juan Cervantes, MASA President 

Taeyeon Kim, Assistant Professor, Educational Administration 

Julia Torquati, Professor, Child, Youth and Family Studies 

Raymond Ramirez, Academic Advisor, College of Education and Human Sciences 

Stephanie Bondi, Associate Professor of Practice, Educational Administration  

Theresa Catalano, Professor, Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 

Dawne Y. Curry, Professor, History and Ethnic Studies 

Payton Schaefer & A.E. Reiff, SpectrumUNL Presidents 

Will Hernandez, TRANScend President 

Deryl Hatch-Tocaimaza, Associate Professor, Educational Administration 

Amanda R. Morales, Associate Professor, Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 

Sarah Zuckerman, Associate Professor, Educational Administration 

Lory Dance, Associate Professor, Sociology and the Institute for Ethnic Studies 

Christina Falci, Associate Professor of Sociology 

Kara Mitchell Viesca, Professor, Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 

Lisa Kort-Butler, Professor, Sociology 

Julia Schleck, Associate Professor, English  

Noelle Whitaker and Avery Jacobsen, oSTEM at UNL Officers 

Cordell Vrbka, First Generation Student Organization President 

Kelsy Burke, Associate Professor, Sociology 

Jentry Barrett, Nebraska Extension  

Christina Brantner, Emerita Associate Professor, German 

Ingrid Robyn, Associate Professor of Spanish and Latin American Studies 
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Frances W. Kaye, Professor Emerita, English and Ethnic Studies 

Marco Abel, Willa Cather Professor of Eng 

lish and Film Studies and Department Chair 

Joy Castro, Willa Cather Professor of English & Ethnic Studies and Director of the Institute for 
Ethnic Studies 

Tom Gannon, Associate Professor of English & Ethnic Studies and Associate Director of the 
Institute for Ethnic Studies 

Shavonna Holman, Associate Professor, Educational Administration 

Gina Matkin, Professor, Agricultural Leadership, Education, & Communication, CASNR 

Patrick D. Jones, Associate Professor, History & Ethnic Studies 

Helen Fagan, Lecturer, Dean’s Office, CASNR 

Jamy Rentschler, Postdoctoral Fellow, MAP Academy/CYFS 

Esihle Lupindo,  PhD student Sociology  

Chelsee Allen, Masters Student, Sociology 

Milad Mohebali, Assistant Professor, Educational Administration 

Natalie Koziol, Research Assistant Professor, MAP Academy/CYFS 

James A. Garza, Associate Professor, Department of History & Institute for Ethnic Studies  

Leah Sandall, Associate Professor of Practice, Agronomy and Horticulture 

Natalie Watson, Masters Student, Sociology  

Erin Ingram, Science Literacy and Community Engagement Coordinator, IANR 

Margaret Jacobs, Charles Mach Professor of History and Director, Center for Great Plains 
Studies 

Elizabeth Niehaus, Associate Professor, Educational Administration  

James Brunton, Assistant Professor of Practice, English and Film Studies 

Aaron PeeksMease, Assistant Professor of Practice, Sociology 

L.J. McElravy, Associate Professor, Agricultural Leadership, Education, & Communication 

Jenny Keshwani, Associate Professor, Biological Systems Engineering 

Sandra Starkey, Associate Professor, Textiles, Merchandising & Fashion Design 
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Rochelle L. Dalla, Professor, Child, Youth and Family Studies 

Andrea Basche, Associate Professor, Agronomy and Horticulture 

Corey B. Rumann, Assistant Professor of Practice, Educational Administration 

Lorey A. Wheeler, Director, Nebraska Academy for Methodology, Analytics & Psychometrics 

Jeannette Eileen Jones, Carl A. Happold Associate Professor of History and Ethnic Studies, 
Director, Nineteenth Century Studies 

Alexander Vazansky, Associate Professor, Department of History 

Dena Abbott, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Psychology 

Cynthia Willis Esqueda, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, Institute of Ethnic 
Studies 

Suzan Lund, Associate Director, Office of Sponsored Programs 

Renee Welstead, Pre-Award Assistant, Office of Sponsored Programs 

Angel M. Hinzo, Assistant Professor, Department of History and Institute for Ethnic Studies 

Charlotte Straley, Budget Coordinator, Office of Sponsored Programs 

Rachel Azima, Writing Center Director and Associate Professor of Practice, English 

Katherine Cook, EDAD Graduate Student, Student Affairs  

Tillie Stanton, EDAD Graduate Student, Gender and Sexuality Center Graduate Assistant 

Osvaldo Palma Vargas, EDAD Graduate Student, Teacher Scholars Academy 

Truc Nguyen, EDAD Graduate Student, Student Affairs. Former Graduate Assistant at OASIS, 
ODI. 

Kate Carlin, Pre-Award Team Lead, Office of Sponsored Programs 

Alice Kang, Professor, Department of Political Science and Institute for Ethnic Studies 

Catherine Jensen, Student Affairs and EDAD Graduate Student 

Ingrid Robyn, Associate Professor, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures and 
Institute for Ethnic Studies 

Andrew Rohr, Higher Education Administration, Student Affairs Graduate Student, SLICE 
Graduate Assistant 

Sergio C. Wals, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and Institute for Ethnic 
Studies 
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Max Perry Mueller, Associate Professor, Department of Classics and Religious Studies 

Madeleine Grimm, Research Coordinator, Public Policy Center 

Emily Kazyak, Professor, Department of Sociology and Program in Women’s and Gender 
Studies 

Eva Faith Sosoo EDAD Graduate Student 

Rose Holz, Professor of Practice, Women’s & Gender Studies 

Kathryn Holland, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology and Program in Women’s & 
Gender Studies 

Daizaburo Shizuka, Associate Professor, School of Biological Sciences 

Eli Xavier Ornelas, PhD candidate in Sociology, IES graduate specializer 

Liahnna Stanley, Assistant Professor, Communication Studies and Indigenous Studies  

Rin Nguyen, Doctoral Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology; EDPS DEMAC Board Member; TFIOE Alumni; OASIS Alumni; TRIO Programs 
Alumni 

Shari Stenberg, Professor,  English  

Ana Tudela Martinez, PhD student, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 

Regina Werum, Professor of Sociology 

Genevieve Dashiell, Doctoral Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology 

Sarah Walcott, PhD candidate in Human Sciences, Collections Manager - International Quilt 
Museum 

Kristin Malek, Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist, Hospitality Restaurant and Tourism 
Management Program 

Daniel Lino Plata, PhD Student, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 

Gabby Miller, MA Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational Psychology 

Caylin Eastridge, MA Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology  

Chelsea Walker, Doctoral Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology 

Caroline Spitz, Doctoral Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology  
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Jessica Boyles, Doctoral Candidate in Counseling Psychology, Department Of Educational 
Psychology  

Stephen M. Buhler, Aaron Douglas Professor of English  

Nora Peterson, Chair, Modern Languages and Literatures and Associate Professor of French 
Cultural Studies  

Merle Huff, Doctoral Candidate in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology 

Nyarial K. Nyoak, President, The National-Pan Hellenic Council at UNL 

Eric Buhs, Professor, Dept. of Educational Psychology, UNL 

Jules Meyers, Graduate Student Coordinator & Administrative Associate, Dept. of Educational 
Psychology 

Emily Matuella, MA Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational Psychology 

Erica Napuli, President, Asian Student Union  

Guadalupe Hernandez Rodriguez, WHT Peer Mentor 

Mun Yuk Chin, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Psychology 

Allison Cipriano, M.A., Social Psychology Doctoral Candidate, Department of Psychology, 
Women’s and Gender Studies  

Nyagoa K. Deng, President, Afrikan People’s Union 

Uche Okonkwo, PhD Student, English 

Lauren Millhorn, Masters Student, English 

Naidaly Gonzalez Miranda, President, Define American Chapter @UNL 

Tina Le, PhD Student, Department of English 

Azaria Brown, PhD Student, Department of English 

Darian Wilson, Masters Student, Department of English 

Marianna Burks, PhD, School of Biological Sciences & TRIO Program 

Lara Armenteros Garrido, PhD Student, Department of Modern Languages and literatures 

Siwar Masannat, PhD, Managing Editor, English Department  

Jacob Vargas, M.S., Counseling Psychology PhD Candidate, Educational Psychology 
Department 
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Kathleen Lacey, PhD, Academic Advisor, Department of English/CAS 

Hali Santiago, MA, Doctoral Candidate in Counseling Psychology, Department Of Educational 
Psychology  

Chinua Ezenwa-Ohaeto, PhD Student, English 

Abbey Ragain, Prevention Program Coordinator, CARE 

Katherine Bogen, PhD Student, Department of Psychology  

Tara Ballard, Doctoral Student, Department of English 

Chaun Ballard, Doctoral Student, Department of English 

Gwendolyn Klinkey, Masters Student, Department of English 

Kristi Montooth, Susan J Rosowski Professor of Biology 

Mark Houston, PhD, Lecturer, Department of English 

Erika Luckert, Assistant Director of Composition, Department of English 

Colten Skinner, PhD Student, Department of History 

HyeonJin Yoon, PhD, Research Assistant Professor, Nebraska Center on Research on Children, 
Youth, Families, and Schools 

Brenda West, Financial Coordinator, Oldfather Business Cooperative 

Megan Hopkins, Director, Nebraska Collegiate Prevention Alliance, Nutrition and Health 
Sciences 

Jay Williams, OASIS Peer Mentor, Senior Desk Assistant, Residence Life 

April Bayer, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of English 

Vanessa Wielenga, Extension Educator, Nutrition and Health Sciences 

Alana Ross, OASIS Peer Mentor & JGMC Front Desk  

Noah Haidul, OASIS Peer Mentor 

Caroliena Cabada, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of English 

Kwame Dawes, Professor, Department of English 

Channel McLewis, Assistant Professor, Educational Administration  

Serenity Dougherty, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of English 

Stacey Waite, Graduate Chair & Associate Professor, Department of English 
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Kendra Marshall, OASIS Peer Mentor 

Sage Shadoan, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology  

Kate Gaskin, PhD student, Department of English 

Janelly Hidalgo, OASIS Peer Mentor, College of Engineering Undergraduate  

Mandy Tran, OASIS Peer Mentor, OASIS Student Advisory Board Secretary, Clifton Strengths 
Coach 

Jiling Duan, Assistant Professor of Practice, Women’s and Gender Studies 

Abraham Cervantes Garcia, OASIS MLT Peer Mentor 

Jessie Nguyen, OASIS Peer Mentor, Asian Student Union Vice President 

Meklit Aga, OASIS Peer Mentor, Department of Psychology UCARE Undergraduate Researcher 

Meagan Kunitzer, PhD Student, Department of Sociology 

Katie Anania, Assistant Professor of Art history , School of Art, Art History & Design  

Nini Aguilera, JGMC Front Desk, WHT Scholar, Kappa Delta Chi Sorority Inc., Mexican 
American Student Association 

Zowie Simpson, OASIS student, NAACP, Afrikan Peoples Union 

Dalena Mai, JGMC Front Desk 

Isabel Velázquez, Harold E. Spencer Professor, Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures 

Ava Winter, Lecturer, Department of English 

Madalynn Janousek, OASIS student and Peer Mentor 

Natasja Swanson, Undergraduate Researcher, Senior Desk Assistant, Residence Life 

Jeremiah Booth, WHT Peer Mentor  

Amy Kadyrova, OASIS Peer Mentor 

Ella Mitchell, WHT Peer Mentor 

Brittani Perez, WHT Peer Mentor, Kappa Delta Chi 

Sophi Throener Rodríguez, Undergraduate Researcher, Kappa Delta Chi, New Student 
Enrollment 

Maria Chica, Kappa Delta Chi 
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Kamryn Buchanan, Doctoral Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology  

Teagan Wilson, Doctoral Student in Counseling Psychology, Department of Educational 
Psychology 

Alexandra Bissell, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of English 

Jack Wiehn, Undergraduate Student, Senior Desk Assistant, Residence Life 

Elva Moreno del Rio, Lecturer, Department of English 

Department of Education Psychology’s Diversity and Ethnic Minority Affairs Committee  

Sin Tran, Undergraduate Student in Psychology, Department of Psychology; TFIOE Scholar, 
TRIO Programs Scholar  

Naree Philavanh, WHT Undergraduate Assistant, Campus Nightlife Marketing and Brand 
Director, Inclusive Business Leaders Mentor 

Carlos Bautista, WHT Scholar, President of Omega Delta Phi Fraternity, Inc. 

Arden Eli Hill, lecturer, English Department 

Mel Sedlacek, Office Associate, Child Youth & Family Studies 

Samantha Sotelo-Flores, TFIOE/NCPA Scholar, MASA Vice President 

Jaziel Adlai Armendariz, WHT Scholar/Mentor, Undergraduate Student in Spanish & Secondary 
Education, MASA Secretary  

Jesus Vazquez Velez, WHT scholar, MASA member, School of Engineering Student. 

Elizabeth Lewis, Professor, Dept. of Teaching, Learning, & Teacher Education 

Jathesn Xretqalin, CARE Peer Educator  

Akemi Martinez, UNL MASA member  

Zoe McDonald, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of English  

Stephanie Portillo-Hernandez, UNL MASA member, WHT Scholar, Undergraduate Fine Arts 
Student, SYZ 

Kevin Aranda-García, UNL MASA member, CAS Student 

Gisela Meza-Guzman, UNL MASA member, WHT Scholar, TRIO Scholar, TFIOE Scholar, 
Explore Center 

Emely Chairez, UNL MASA member, COJMC student, First Husker scholar 

Alexsandra Guevara-Andrade, UNL MASA member, COJMC student 
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Vanessa Mosqueda Ramirez, UNL MASA member, TFIOE Scholar  

Corie McCowin, OASIS Student Advisory Board President, Afrikan People’s Union Historian, 
CARE Peer Educator  

Dismas Nsabiyumva, UNL MASA  member, APU member. NCPA student  

Orlando Estrada, UNL MASA, Undergraduate Human Development 

Shaadira Morones, Undergraduate Psychology student, UNL MASA member 

Diana Bautista, Undergraduate Criminal Justice student, Pre-Law Club, UNL MASA member  

Vianka Curiel, Undergraduate Political Science student, UNL MASA Member 

Alanis Roldan, Undergraduate Fine Art, UNL MASA Member, Oasis Scholar, Trio Scholar, 
First Huskers Scholar. 

Estefany Puc Nieto, Peter Kiewit Foundation Engineering Academy Scholar, EWB secretary, 
UNL MASA Member, 

Jessica Gonzalez, Undergraduate Veterinary Science, UNL MASA Member 

Gustavo Eduardo Anguiano Miranda : UNL MASA member , NCPA scholar , Undergraduate 
Criminal Justice Student, Member of the Phi Alpha Chapter of Sigma Lambda Beta International 
Fraternity Inc  

Briseis Diaz-DeBose, Undergraduate - Psychology, UNL MASA Member, Oasis Scholar, 
Nebraska Promise Scholar 

Karina Pedroza Sotelo: Undergraduate Psychology student, TFIOE/NCPA Scholar, UNL MASA 
member, Research lab assistant 

Lucia Chavez: Peter Kiewit Foundation Engineering Academy Scholar, UNL MASA Treasurer 

Antonio Soto, Undergraduate- Microbiology student, TRIO-SSS, First Husker, Emerging 
Leaders, MASA member, DEI Chairman- Theta Xi 

Ashley Hernandez-Najera: Peter Kiewit Foundation Engineering Academy scholar and mentor, 
Engineers Without Borders Junior Team Lead, MASA Member, Society of American Military 
Engineers student member 

Karla Hernandez: MASA Member, TFIOE/NCPA Scholar, Secondary Special Education student 

Sarah Gervais, Professor, Psychology  

 

 
 


